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⚫⚫ Edward Said was born in west Jerusalem. He spent hisEdward Said was born in west Jerusalem. He spent his
early years in Egypt and remaining life in America.  He hasearly years in Egypt and remaining life in America.  He has
described as the most influential public intellectual anddescribed as the most influential public intellectual and
literary critic of the 20literary critic of the 20thth century. century.

⚫⚫ Some his works are:Some his works are:
Beginnings-intentions & methods(1975)Beginnings-intentions & methods(1975)
Orientalism(1978)Orientalism(1978)
The question of Palestine(1979)The question of Palestine(1979)
Culture and imperialism(1993)Culture and imperialism(1993)
Covering Islam(1981)Covering Islam(1981)
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⚫⚫ Published inPublished in 1978,1978, OrientalismOrientalism,, isis EdwardEdward Said’sSaid’s best-best-
knownknown workwork andand oneone ofof thethe mostmost influentialinfluential scholarlyscholarly booksbooks
of the 20th century.of the 20th century.

⚫⚫ InIn itit SaidSaid examinedexamined WesternWestern scholarshipscholarship ofof thethe “Orient,”“Orient,”
specificallyspecifically ofof thethe Arab IslamicArab Islamic world (thoughworld (though hehe waswas anan
Arab Christian).Arab Christian).

⚫⚫ HeHe arguedargued thatthat earlyearly scholarshipscholarship byby WesternersWesterners inin thatthat
regionregion was biased andwas biased and projectedprojected aa falsefalse
and stereotyped visionand stereotyped vision ofof “otherness”“otherness” onon thethe IslamicIslamic worldworld
that facilitated and supported Western colonial policy.that facilitated and supported Western colonial policy.
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⚫⚫ The book written by Edward Said divided into threeThe book written by Edward Said divided into three
parts:parts:

ScopeScope: It focuses of western representation: It focuses of western representation
Structure and restructureStructure and restructure: It is descriptive: It is descriptive

explanation of the ideas if the writers of 19explanation of the ideas if the writers of 19thth  centuriescenturies
Orientalism nowOrientalism now: analyses modern orientalism. In: analyses modern orientalism. In

this discusses French and British Orientalismthis discusses French and British Orientalism
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⚫⚫ OrientalismOrientalism isis aa perspectiveperspective ofof interpretinginterpreting thethe EasternEastern worldworld byby thethe
Western world.Western world.

⚫⚫ It is an academic discipline developed in the 18It is an academic discipline developed in the 18thth century. century.
⚫⚫ OrientalismOrientalism isis aa stylestyle ofof thoughtthought thatthat WestWest isis superiorsuperior andand EastEast isis

inferior.inferior.
⚫⚫ Whereas- East is orientalism- West is OccidentalismWhereas- East is orientalism- West is Occidentalism
⚫⚫ Began with Post-colonialism-to post modernism- to orientalism.Began with Post-colonialism-to post modernism- to orientalism.
⚫⚫ OrientalismOrientalism begunbegun inin EuropeanEuropean ImperialismImperialism andand thenthen movedmoved toto

AmericaAmerica andand WesternWestern countries.countries. WesternsWesterns alwaysalways misinterpretedmisinterpreted thethe
Eastern countries especially Arab countries and India.Eastern countries especially Arab countries and India.
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⚫⚫ Three aspects of Orientalism:Three aspects of Orientalism:
⚫⚫ Orientalism is a particular way of thinking(by west)Orientalism is a particular way of thinking(by west)
⚫⚫ Orientalism is an academic discipline(west)Orientalism is an academic discipline(west)
⚫⚫ Orientalism is a corporate institution for dealing withOrientalism is a corporate institution for dealing with

Orient.Orient.
⚫⚫ The Orient: The EastThe Orient: The East
⚫⚫ The Occident: The WestThe Occident: The West
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⚫⚫ AccordingAccording toto SaidSaid WesternWestern worldworld ruledruled thethe EasternEastern worldworld throughthrough theirtheir
literature,literature, businessbusiness models,models, corporatecorporate institutions.institutions. WesternWestern WorldWorld feelfeel
thatthat EasternEastern areare likelike animalsanimals andand uncultureduncultured andand uncivilized.uncivilized.
EuropeansEuropeans narratednarrated thatthat theythey areare makingmaking AsiansAsians civilizedcivilized andand
educated. But the reality of entirely different.educated. But the reality of entirely different.

⚫⚫ ThisThis approachapproach ofof EuropeansEuropeans challengedchallenged byby EdwardEdward Said.Said. AccordingAccording toto
himhim orientalismorientalism isis aa worldviewworldview ofof falsefalse depictiondepiction ofof thethe easterneastern worldworld byby
the West.the West.

⚫⚫ TheyThey writtenwritten aboutabout AsiansAsians andand AfricansAfricans withoutwithout visitingvisiting thesethese countries.countries.
TheyThey narratednarrated thatthat MiddleMiddle EastEast countiescounties areare knownknown formform terrorism.terrorism.
TheyThey areare terrorist.terrorist. ThroughThrough theirtheir booksbooks theythey wrote”wrote” EuropeEurope isis thethe best,best,
East is worst, Europeans are civilized and Eastern are uncivilizedEast is worst, Europeans are civilized and Eastern are uncivilized..



OccidentsOccidents OrientsOrients
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⚫⚫ The Western World(biasThe Western World(bias
to..)to..)

⚫⚫ Imperials Imperials ((�ಾ�ಾ�ಜ��ಾ��ಾ�ಾ�ಜ��ಾ�))

⚫⚫ Eurocentric bias as:Eurocentric bias as:

⚫⚫ Self (superior) white menSelf (superior) white men

⚫⚫ The Eastern worldThe Eastern world

⚫⚫ Weak, eccentric,Weak, eccentric,

despotic, barbaric,despotic, barbaric,

uncivilizeduncivilized

⚫⚫ Other (Inferior) BlackOther (Inferior) Black

menmen
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⚫⚫ Orientalism”Orientalism” isis aa wayway ofof seeingseeing thatthat imagines,imagines, emphasizes,emphasizes,
exaggeratesexaggerates andand distortsdistorts differencesdifferences ofof ArabArab peoplespeoples andand culturescultures asas
comparedcompared toto thatthat ofof EuropeEurope andand thethe U.S.U.S. ItIt oftenoften involvesinvolves seeingseeing ArabArab
culture as exotic, backward, uncivilized, and at times dangerous.culture as exotic, backward, uncivilized, and at times dangerous.

⚫⚫ InIn “Orientalism,”“Orientalism,” EdwardEdward SaidSaid describesdescribes currentcurrent WesternWestern stereotypingstereotyping
ofof ArabsArabs asas “irrational,“irrational, menacing,menacing, untrustworthy,untrustworthy, anti-Western,anti-Western,
dishonest,dishonest, andand —— perhapsperhaps mostmost importantlyimportantly —— prototypical.”prototypical.” TheseThese
attitudes are the direct result of pre-19th-century Orientalismattitudes are the direct result of pre-19th-century Orientalism
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⚫⚫ EdwardEdward SaidSaid opensopens hishis introductionintroduction toto OrientalismOrientalism byby arguingarguing thatthat "The"The OrientOrient
waswas almostalmost aa EuropeanEuropean invention"invention" (Orientalism,(Orientalism, p.1).p.1). HeHe goesgoes onon toto explainexplain
thatthat "the"the OrientOrient hashas helpedhelped toto definedefine EuropeEurope (or(or thethe West)West) asas itsits contrastingcontrasting
image, idea, personality, experience" (ibid, p.1-2).image, idea, personality, experience" (ibid, p.1-2).

⚫⚫ SaidSaid claimsclaims thatthat OrientalismOrientalism isis aa man-made discourse.man-made discourse. HeHe waswas influencedinfluenced byby
the thoughts of  Foucault. the thoughts of  Foucault. 

⚫⚫ TheThe factfact thatthat OrientalismOrientalism isis aa discoursediscourse doesdoes notnot meanmean itit isis aa lielie thatthat wouldwould
simplysimply disappeardisappear byby pointingpointing outout thethe truth.truth. ItIt isis ratherrather aa constructionconstruction ofof realityreality
whichwhich isis embeddedembedded inin veryvery factualfactual mechanismmechanism ofof realityreality rangingranging fromfrom politicspolitics
and military through law and economics all the way to literature and cinema.and military through law and economics all the way to literature and cinema.

⚫⚫ AllAll thesethese relyrely onon whatwhat SaidSaid callscalls "an"an ontologicalontological andand epistemologicalepistemological distinctiondistinction
made between "the Orient" and  (most of the time) "the Occident" (ibid, p.2)made between "the Orient" and  (most of the time) "the Occident" (ibid, p.2)
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⚫⚫ Said'sSaid's OrientalismOrientalism analysesanalyses mostlymostly texts,texts, butbut hehe stronglystrongly

holdsholds thatthat therethere isis nono separationseparation betweenbetween ideas,ideas, imagesimages

and representations and actual material reality.and representations and actual material reality.

⚫⚫ ThereforeTherefore hehe usesuses hishis analysisanalysis ofof textstexts toto showshow howhow

OrientalismOrientalism hashas formedformed asas aa highlyhighly powerfulpowerful systemsystem ofof

controlcontrol duedue toto thethe combinationcombination ofof actualactual institutionsinstitutions ofof

powerpower andand discursivediscursive ones.ones. BothBoth militarymilitary andand literaryliterary

excursions,excursions, bothboth politicalpolitical andand culturalcultural endeavors,endeavors, bothboth

administrativeadministrative andand anthropologicalanthropological practicespractices andand theoriestheories

allall servedserved togethertogether toto establishestablish Europe'sEurope's superioritysuperiority overover

the Orient.the Orient.

⚫⚫
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⚫⚫ SaidSaid continuescontinues toto blameblame contemporarycontemporary researchresearch inin beingbeing

EurocentricEurocentric byby notnot recognizingrecognizing itsits ownown biasbias positionposition andand

the political nature of its so called "pure" knowledge.the political nature of its so called "pure" knowledge.

⚫⚫ SaidSaid demonstratesdemonstrates howhow aa "canon""canon" ofof knowledgeknowledge waswas

crystallizedcrystallized toto serveserve asas thethe basisbasis forfor everythingeverything thatthat couldcould

bebe writtenwritten byby thethe WestWest aboutabout thethe EastEast (and(and eveneven ifif anan

EasternEastern personperson werewere toto writewrite aboutabout himself,himself, hehe wouldwould alsoalso

havehave thethe abideabide byby thesethese premisespremises inin orderorder toto bebe heardheard andand

considered).considered).

⚫⚫
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⚫⚫ EdwardEdward Said'sSaid's OreintalismOreintalism describesdescribes howhow thethe sciencescience ofof orientalismorientalism
developed as a system of knowledge in modern times.  developed as a system of knowledge in modern times.  

⚫⚫ AccordingAccording toto Said,Said, thethe WesternWestern OrinetalsOrinetals structuredstructured thethe worldworld asas
mademade ofof twotwo opposingopposing elements, elements, ours ours and and theirs. theirs. TheseThese werewere notnot
justjust geographicalgeographical divisionsdivisions butbut moremore importantlyimportantly epistemologicalepistemological
ones.ones.

⚫⚫ TheThe WestWest andand EastEast werewere toto bebe culturalcultural distinctions,distinctions, differencesdifferences inin
civilization or lack of it.civilization or lack of it.

⚫⚫ InIn WesternWestern eyeseyes orientsorients werewere incapableincapable ofof takingtaking carecare ofof themselves,themselves,
theythey werewere lazy,lazy, lustful,lustful, irrationalirrational andand violentviolent butbut alsoalso exoticexotic andand
mysterious.mysterious. TheThe self-proclaimedself-proclaimed superioritysuperiority ofof thethe WestWest overover thethe
EastEast alsoalso ledled WesternWestern scholarsscholars toto thinkthink thatthat theythey areare moremore aptapt toto
understandsunderstands thethe orientsorients thanthan thethe orientsorients themselves,themselves, thusthus
"orientalizing""orientalizing" themthem andand subjectingsubjecting themthem toto WesternWestern standardsstandards
which did not favor them.which did not favor them.

⚫⚫   
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⚫⚫ AccordingAccording toto EdwardEdward SaidSaid researchersresearchers andand menmen ofof
administrationadministration tooktook aa veryvery EurocentricEurocentric andand thereforetherefore
biasedbiased andand selectiveselective approachapproach toto understandingunderstanding thethe OrientOrient
and the orients.and the orients.

⚫⚫ AllAll accountsaccounts ofof thethe OrientOrient accordingaccording toto SaidSaid werewere proneprone toto
generalizations,generalizations, attributingattributing collectivecollective significancesignificance toto actsacts ofof
individuals.individuals.

⚫⚫ TheThe WestWest alsoalso usedused itsits ownown terminologyterminology toto definedefine andand
analyzeanalyze thethe Orient,Orient, applyingapplying termsterms werewere unknownunknown toto theirtheir
subjects.subjects. ThisThis isis howhow conceptsconcepts ofof thethe OrientOrient werewere
developed by Western eyes and for Western eyes.developed by Western eyes and for Western eyes.

⚫⚫   
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⚫⚫ ThusThus accordingaccording toto SaidSaid OrientalismOrientalism waswas fundamentallyfundamentally aa

system of self projection.system of self projection.

⚫⚫ TheThe OrientOrient servedserved asas aa mirrormirror forfor thethe WestWest whowho wantedwanted toto

see himself as superior.see himself as superior.

⚫⚫ ByBy describingdescribing thethe orientaloriental asas uncivilizeduncivilized thethe WestWest attemptattempt

to proclaim its own civilization.to proclaim its own civilization.

⚫⚫ TheThe pointpoint ofof Said'sSaid's OrientalismOrientalism isis thatthat WesternWestern KnowledgeKnowledge

ofof thethe EastEast waswas nevernever neutralneutral sincesince itit waswas alwaysalways involvedinvolved

with a political and cultural agenda.    with a political and cultural agenda.    

⚫⚫   


