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Zygmunt BaumanZygmunt Bauman

⚫⚫ ZygmuntZygmunt waswas aa Polish-bornPolish-born sociologistsociologist (1925-2017)(1925-2017) andand
one of the world’s eminent social theorists.one of the world’s eminent social theorists.

⚫⚫ HisHis mainmain ideasideas werewere focussedfocussed onon questionsquestions ofof modernity,modernity,
consumerismconsumerism andand globalization.globalization. TheyThey reflectreflect decadesdecades livedlived
on both sides of the 20th century’s ideological divide.on both sides of the 20th century’s ideological divide.

⚫⚫ BaumanBauman examinedexamined thethe rapidrapid growthgrowth ofof globalizedglobalized andand
consumerconsumer societysociety thatthat promisespromises freedomfreedom ofof choicechoice
although it brings along risk and uncertainties.although it brings along risk and uncertainties.

⚫⚫ HeHe studiedstudied consequencesconsequences ofof thesethese uncertaintiesuncertainties inin thethe lifelife
ofof anan individual,individual, itsits impactimpact onon socialsocial relationshipsrelationships andand
society as a whole.society as a whole.



Zygmunt Bauman: Modernity and the HolocaustZygmunt Bauman: Modernity and the Holocaust

⚫⚫ TheThe HolocaustHolocaust waswas thethe systematic,systematic, bureaucratic,bureaucratic, state-sponsoredstate-sponsored persecutionpersecution andand

murdermurder ofof sixsix millionmillion JewsJews byby thethe NaziNazi regimeregime andand itsits collaborators.collaborators. HolocaustHolocaust isis

a word of Greek origin meaning "sacrifice by fire.“a word of Greek origin meaning "sacrifice by fire.“

⚫⚫ TheThe Nazis,Nazis, whowho camecame toto powerpower inin GermanyGermany inin JanuaryJanuary 1933,1933, believedbelieved thatthat

GermansGermans werewere "racially"racially superior"superior" andand thatthat thethe Jews,Jews, deemeddeemed "inferior,""inferior," werewere anan

alien threat to the so-called German racial community.alien threat to the so-called German racial community.

⚫⚫ AccordingAccording toto ZygmuntZygmunt BaumanBauman modernitymodernity isis likelike holocaust.holocaust. ItIt meansmeans wholesalewholesale
destruction or loss of life.destruction or loss of life.

⚫⚫ InIn Germany,Germany, therethere waswas aa holocaust.holocaust. NazisNazis mademade aa systematicsystematic destructiondestruction ofof thethe
Jews in gas chambers.Jews in gas chambers.

⚫⚫ WhyWhy therethere holocaustholocaust oror destruction?destruction? BaumanBauman sayssays thethe NazisNazis rationallyrationally plannedplanned
thatthat ifif thethe JewsJews werewere destroyed,destroyed, theythey willwill bebe ableable toto achieveachieve propertyproperty inin theirtheir ownown
favour.favour.

⚫⚫ DueDue toto holocaust,holocaust, HitlerHitler andand hishis armyarmy systematicallysystematically destroyeddestroyed Jews.Jews. Bauman,Bauman,
says,says, thethe samesame wayway bureaucraticbureaucratic rationalityrationality systematicallysystematically destroysdestroys humanhuman life.life.
Bauman borrows his ideas of holocaust from Weber’s bureaucratic rationality.Bauman borrows his ideas of holocaust from Weber’s bureaucratic rationality.



Zygmunt Bauman: Liquid ModernityZygmunt Bauman: Liquid Modernity
((ದ�ವ�,ದ�ವ�,  ���ಷ����ಷ�  ಆ�ಾರ�ಲ�ದ,ಆ�ಾರ�ಲ�ದ,  ಅ���ತ�ಅ���ತ�) changeable quality) changeable quality

⚫⚫ HisHis famousfamous workwork onon LiquidLiquid modernitymodernity veryvery wellwell capturescaptures thethe
fragmentedfragmented naturenature ofof contemporarycontemporary times.times. InIn thisthis periodperiod wewe areare veryvery
muchmuch involvedinvolved inin searchingsearching ourour ownown identityidentity andand remainremain botheredbothered byby
the instability in which we live in today's world as individuals.the instability in which we live in today's world as individuals.

⚫⚫ PrivatePrivate andand publicpublic realmsrealms ofof lifelife areare keptkept separateseparate wherewhere wewe dealdeal withwith
society as a whole in a contractual way.society as a whole in a contractual way.

⚫⚫ HisHis bookbook onon liquidliquid modernitymodernity alsoalso makesmakes usus awareaware ofof thethe demandsdemands toto
bebe fulfilledfulfilled toto survivesurvive inin thisthis era.era. ThoughThough wewe areare providedprovided withwith thethe
choices yet it guarantees nothing.choices yet it guarantees nothing.

⚫⚫ HisHis workwork enlightensenlightens scholarsscholars andand studentsstudents toto understandunderstand thethe processprocess
ofof individuation,individuation, looseningloosening ofof socialsocial bondsbonds andand ponderponder uponupon thethe
growing instability because of increase in globalization process.growing instability because of increase in globalization process.



⚫⚫ Fluidity‘(Fluidity‘(ದ�ವದ�ವ)) isis thethe qualityquality ofof liquidsliquids andand gases.gases. ItIt isis oppositeopposite ofof thethe
solid.(solid.(ಘನ,ಘನ, ಗ���ಾದಗ���ಾದ)) WhatWhat distinguishesdistinguishes bothboth ofof themthem isis thatthat fluidityfluidity
cannotcannot sustainsustain aa tangential(tangential(ಸ�ಶ��ೕಯಸ�ಶ��ೕಯ)) oror shearing(shearing(ಕತ��ಸುವ�ದುಕತ��ಸುವ�ದು)) forceforce
whenwhen atat restrest ((ಬಲಬಲ ಪ��ೕಗಪ��ೕಗ)) TheyThey undergoundergo 'a'a continuouscontinuous changechange inin
shape when subjected to such a stress'shape when subjected to such a stress'

⚫⚫ ThusThus LiquidsLiquids isis oneone varietyvariety ofof fluids.fluids. ItIt oweowe thesethese remarkableremarkable qualitiesqualities
toto thethe factfact thatthat theirtheir 'molecules('molecules(  ಅಣು,ಅಣು,   ಸಣ�ಕಣಸಣ�ಕಣ)) areare preservedpreserved inin anan
orderlyorderly arrayarray overover onlyonly aa fewfew molecularmolecular diameters';(diameters';(    ಅಣುಸಂಬಂ�ಅಣುಸಂಬಂ�
  ಅಡ�ಗಲಅಡ�ಗಲ))

⚫⚫ ButBut 'the'the widewide varietyvariety ofof behaviourbehaviour exhibitedexhibited byby solidssolids isis aa directdirect resultresult
ofof thethe typetype ofof bondingbonding thatthat holdsholds thethe atoms(atoms(ಪರ�ಾಣುಪರ�ಾಣು)) ofof thethe solidsolid
together and of the structural arrangements of the atoms'.together and of the structural arrangements of the atoms'.

⚫⚫ 'Bonding','Bonding', inin turn,turn, isis aa termterm thatthat signifiessignifies thethe stabilitystability ofof solidssolids -- thethe
resistance they put up 'against separation of the atoms'resistance they put up 'against separation of the atoms'



⚫⚫ ((metaphor(rupaka-metaphor(rupaka-ಕಸೂ��ಕಸೂ��LanguageLanguage KannadaKannada isis comparedcompared withwith muskmusk ((ಕಸೂ��ಕಸೂ��).). ಕನ�ಡ�ಾ��ಳ�ಂಗಳ�ಕನ�ಡ�ಾ��ಳ�ಂಗಳ�
Moonlight(Moonlight(�ಳ�ಂಗಳ��ಳ�ಂಗಳ�) is compared with milk() is compared with milk(�ಾಲು�ಾಲು).).

⚫⚫ Fluidity'Fluidity' asas thethe leadingleading metaphormetaphor forfor thethe presentpresent stagestage ofof thethe modernmodern
era.era. AsAs oneone ofof thethe formsforms ofof fluids,fluids, liquidsliquids unlikeunlike solidssolids cannotcannot easilyeasily
holdhold theirtheir shape.shape. FluidsFluids neitherneither hashas fixfix spacespace nornor bindbind time.time. WhileWhile
solids have clear spatial dimensions.solids have clear spatial dimensions.

⚫⚫ FluidsFluids dodo notnot keepkeep toto anyany shapeshape forfor longlong andand areare constantlyconstantly readyready
(and(and prone)prone) toto changechange it.it. InIn aa sense,sense, solidssolids cancelcancel timetime .. OnOn thethe
contrarycontrary forfor liquids,liquids, itit isis mostlymostly timetime thatthat matters.matters. WhenWhen describingdescribing
solids,solids, oneone maymay ignoreignore timetime altogether;altogether; inin describingdescribing fluids,fluids, toto leaveleave
time out of account would be a griev ous mistake.time out of account would be a griev ous mistake.

⚫⚫ DescriptionsDescriptions ofof fluidsfluids areare allall snapshots.snapshots.  ((ಕೂಡ�ಕೂಡ� ��ದ��ದ �ಾವ�ತ��ಾವ�ತ�)) TheyThey needneed aa
date at the bottom of the picture .date at the bottom of the picture .

⚫⚫ FluidsFluids traveltravel easily.easily. TheyThey 'flow','flow', 'spill','spill', 'run'run out',out', 'splash','splash', ( ( �ೕರನು��ೕರನು� ಅಪ��ಸುಅಪ��ಸು))

'pour'pour over',over', 'leak','leak', 'flood','flood', 'spray','spray', 'drip','drip',   ಹ�ಹ� 'seep','seep',   �ೂೕರು�ೂೕರು 'ooze';'ooze';
  �ೂೕರು.�ೂೕರು.

⚫⚫ UUnlikenlike solids,solids, theythey areare notnot easilyeasily stoppedstopped -- theythey passpass aroundaround somesome
obstacles,obstacles, dissolvedissolve somesome othersothers andand borebore oror soaksoak theirtheir wayway throughthrough
others still.others still.



⚫⚫ TheseThese areare reasonsreasons toto considerconsider 'fluidity''fluidity' oror 'liquidity''liquidity' asas
fittingfitting metaphorsmetaphors whenwhen wewe wishwish toto graspgrasp thethe naturenature ofof thethe
present in the history of modernity.present in the history of modernity.

⚫⚫ TheThe 'melting'melting ofof solids‘solids‘ isis thethe permanentpermanent featurefeature ofof
modernity.modernity. ItIt hashas thereforetherefore acquiredacquired aa newnew meaning.meaning.
AboveAbove allall itit hashas beenbeen redirectedredirected toto aa newnew targettarget -- oneone ofof
thethe paramountparamount effectseffects ofof thatthat redirectionredirection beingbeing thethe
dissolutiondissolution ofof forcesforces whichwhich couldcould keepkeep thethe questionquestion ofof
order and system on the political agenda.order and system on the political agenda.



⚫⚫ Bauman has given    Modernity in two forms( phases): Solid and LiquidBauman has given    Modernity in two forms( phases): Solid and Liquid
modernitymodernity

⚫⚫ SolidSolid modernitymodernity triestries toto resistresist stressstress.(pressure)..(pressure). ItIt continuecontinue inin thethe samesame
shapeshape withwith historicallyhistorically defineddefined spatialspatial parametersparameters andand dimensions.dimensions. ......
TheseThese areare somesome ofof thethe criticalcritical differencesdifferences betweenbetween Bauman'sBauman's concepts:concepts:
of unchanging of unchanging solid modernitysolid modernity and changeable liquid  and changeable liquid modernity.modernity.

⚫⚫ Under Solid Modernity, Institutions, behaviour and choices were able toUnder Solid Modernity, Institutions, behaviour and choices were able to
keep their shape. There was a strong and obvious tie between powerkeep their shape. There was a strong and obvious tie between power
and politics. Social  community and collective action was apparent. Long-and politics. Social  community and collective action was apparent. Long-
term planning and acting was possibleterm planning and acting was possible

⚫⚫ 2) 2) Liquid ModernityLiquid Modernity: Under this process structures unable to take: Under this process structures unable to take
shape/form. There are short term projects with fleeting results.shape/form. There are short term projects with fleeting results.
Globalisation and marketisation of functions previously organised by theGlobalisation and marketisation of functions previously organised by the
state. Individuals are expected to bear the consequences of theirstate. Individuals are expected to bear the consequences of their
choices. Division and competition are favoured over collaboration.choices. Division and competition are favoured over collaboration.



⚫⚫ ByBy coiningcoining thethe termterm „liquid„liquid modernity‟,modernity‟, BaumanBauman triestries toto givegive thethe
characteristicscharacteristics ofof today‟stoday‟s highlyhighly globalizedglobalized andand consumerconsumer societies.societies.
AccordingAccording toto himhim BoundariesBoundaries havehave becomebecome fluidfluid andand wewe livelive inin anan ageage
of uncertainty.of uncertainty.

⚫⚫ LiquidLiquid modernitymodernity isis aa continuumcontinuum ofof modernitymodernity oror inin otherother wordswords oneone
cancan saysay thatthat liquidliquid modernitymodernity isis aa developeddeveloped versionversion ofof modernity.modernity.
IndividualsIndividuals areare providedprovided withwith multiplemultiple choiceschoices andand freedomfreedom toto choosechoose
inin aa consumerconsumer society.society. ButBut thisthis freedomfreedom ofof choicechoice alsoalso createscreates aa
chaoticchaotic situationsituation wherebywhereby anan individualindividual cancan movemove fromfrom oneone socialsocial
position to another in a fluid manner.position to another in a fluid manner.

⚫⚫ ThisThis freedomfreedom ofof mobilitymobility createscreates aa hierarchy.hierarchy. HereHere majoritymajority ofof richrich
people are benefited while the poor and marginalized are sidelined.people are benefited while the poor and marginalized are sidelined.

⚫⚫ BaumanBauman providesprovides usus withwith aa theoreticaltheoretical perspectiveperspective ofof thethe conditioncondition ofof
futurefuture ofof ourour societysociety byby coiningcoining thethe termterm liquidliquid modernity.modernity. HeHe studiedstudied
dynamicsdynamics ofof changingchanging socialsocial relationshipsrelationships andand looseningloosening bondsbonds
between people.between people.



Various Dimensions of Liquid modernityVarious Dimensions of Liquid modernity

Liquid individualsLiquid individuals::

⚫⚫ InIn ourour personalpersonal lives,lives, wewe nownow livelive thisthis shiftshift fromfrom solidsolid toto
liquidliquid daily.daily. BaumanBauman suggestssuggests thatthat individualindividual areare soso
concernedconcerned toto putput upup theirtheir individualindividual identityidentity atat thethe top.top.
TheyThey getget influencedinfluenced byby thethe productsproducts inin thethe market,market, inin aa
consumerconsumer societysociety itit becomesbecomes difficultdifficult forfor thethe poorpoor toto keepkeep
up with the pace of the development.up with the pace of the development.

⚫⚫ Hence,Hence, BaumanBauman wantswants toto saysay thatthat inin today‟stoday‟s time,time,
boundariesboundaries havehave becomebecome fluidfluid andand peoplepeople areare muchmuch
concernedconcerned whowho areare watchingwatching whom,whom, andand keepingkeeping oneselfoneself
updated has become a lifestyle.updated has become a lifestyle.



⚫⚫ Liquid Capitalism:Liquid Capitalism:
⚫⚫ BaumanBauman (2000)(2000) comparescompares heavyheavy modernitymodernity withwith earlyearly

capitalismcapitalism wherebywhereby hehe sayssays everythingeverything waswas supposedsupposed toto
bebe inin order.order. HeHe givesgives anan exampleexample ofof FordismFordism modelmodel wherewhere
thethe modelmodel waswas supposedsupposed toto bebe controlledcontrolled byby thethe managersmanagers
andand itit waswas seenseen asas aa giantgiant fixedfixed modelmodel ofof heavyheavy machinesmachines
and massive labour force.and massive labour force.

⚫⚫ ThenThen comingcoming backback toto latelate oror liquidliquid modernitymodernity hehe sayssays thatthat
capitalcapital isis nono moremore stablestable itit flowsflows instead.instead. ItIt providesprovides usus
withwith aa lotlot ofof choiceschoices andand possibilitiespossibilities andand wewe asas consumersconsumers
areare caughtcaught amidstamidst thisthis uncertaintyuncertainty ofof choices.choices. (Bauman(Bauman
2000: 57).2000: 57).



⚫⚫ Liquid Society:Liquid Society:

⚫⚫ InIn thethe eraera ofof ‘solid‘solid modernity’,modernity’, thethe metaphormetaphor forfor societysociety waswas
thatthat ofof ‘citizens‘citizens inin aa sharedshared household’.household’. TheThe householdhousehold hadhad
norms,norms, habitshabits andand rules.rules. EveryEvery activityactivity waswas withinwithin thethe
households.households.

⚫⚫ ButBut now,now, it’sit’s likelike we’rewe’re allall ‘individuals‘individuals inin aa caravancaravan park’park’
((ಚ�ಸುವಚ�ಸುವ ಮ�ಮ�)) ((ತಂಡತಂಡ �ಾ�ಾ ಗುಂಪ�ಗಳ��ಗುಂಪ�ಗಳ�� ಪ��ಾಣಪ��ಾಣ �ಾಡು�ಾಡು)).. WeWe comecome andand go,go,
accordingaccording toto ourour ownown itineraryitinerary andand timetime schedule.schedule. WeWe allall
bringbring toto thethe parkpark ourour ownown homes,homes, equippedequipped withwith allall thethe
stuff we need for our stay.stuff we need for our stay.



Liquid IdentityLiquid Identity

⚫⚫ InIn solidsolid societysociety ourour identityidentity byby andand largelarge waswas stable.stable. EveryEvery groupgroup oror
communitycommunity hadhad itsits occupationoccupation oror work.work. ThereThere waswas hardlyhardly anyany scopescope toto
change his/her identity.change his/her identity.

⚫⚫ ININ LIQUIDLIQUID LIFELIFE wewe areare providedprovided withwith moremore choiceschoices andand butbut chainedchained
withwith uncertainties.uncertainties. InIn thethe highlyhighly escalatingescalating timetime ofof globalizationglobalization andand
consumerism bonds and relationships are getting loosened.consumerism bonds and relationships are getting loosened.

⚫⚫ PersonalPersonal identityidentity hashas becomebecome fluid.fluid. therethere areare lotlot ofof possibilitiespossibilities
individualsindividuals havehave turnedturned intointo consumers.consumers. Hence,Hence, liquidliquid modernitymodernity
providesprovides usus withwith illusoryillusory freedom.freedom. BaumanBauman (2003)(2003) remarksremarks thatthat insteadinstead
ofof livingliving together,together, boundbound byby lovelove wewe tendtend toto livelive withwith thethe feelingfeeling ofof
competition.competition. FreedomFreedom ofof choicechoice hashas turnedturned anan individualindividual asas consumer.consumer.
WeWe areare endowedendowed withwith thethe freedomfreedom andand libertyliberty ofof choiceschoices butbut itit isis alsoalso
tied up with the feeling of insecurity and risktied up with the feeling of insecurity and risk



⚫⚫ Liquid LoveLiquid Love
⚫⚫ TheThe bookbook LiquidLiquid Love‟Love‟ (2003)(2003) writtenwritten byby BaumanBauman clearlyclearly depictsdepicts thethe

impactimpact ofof globalizationglobalization andand growinggrowing consumerismconsumerism inin ourour dayday toto dayday
social relationships and interactions.social relationships and interactions.

⚫⚫ ThisThis isis eraera ofof liquidliquid modernity.modernity. ThoughThough itit providesprovides usus withwith unlimitedunlimited
opportunities,opportunities, hashas hadhad anan adverseadverse effecteffect onon thethe individual,individual, socialsocial
relationships and society as a whole.relationships and society as a whole.

⚫⚫ ConsumerConsumer societysociety eveneven thoughthough providesprovides usus withwith unlimitedunlimited choiceschoices butbut
promisespromises oror guaranteesguarantees none.none. WhateverWhatever wewe buybuy fromfrom thethe marketmarket isis
unpredictable.unpredictable. ThisThis highlyhighly unpredictableunpredictable characteristiccharacteristic ofof liquidliquid
modernitymodernity leadsleads toto insecurityinsecurity i.e.i.e. insecurityinsecurity ofof choices,choices, individual,individual, socialsocial
bondsbonds andand relations.relations. BaumanBauman (2003)(2003) opinesopines thatthat thethe properproper meaningmeaning ofof
lovelove hashas lostlost itsits value.value. ItIt hashas beenbeen replacedreplaced byby thethe feelingsfeelings ofof insecurity,insecurity,
competition, expectations and anxiety.competition, expectations and anxiety.



⚫⚫ BaumanBauman (2000)(2000) talkstalks aboutabout thethe increasingincreasing desiresdesires ofof
peoplepeople thatthat isis createdcreated byby consumerconsumer society.society. ItIt gavegave usus
opportunities.opportunities. ButBut theythey nevernever satisfiessatisfies oror fulfilsfulfils ourour desires.desires.
Consumer society has been ruling the people.Consumer society has been ruling the people.

⚫⚫ BaumanBauman sayssays thatthat wewe buybuy commoditiescommodities fromfrom thethe shoppingshopping
mallmall andand whenwhen itit getsgets depreciateddepreciated wewe tendtend toto replacereplace it,it,
rather than repairing it.rather than repairing it.

⚫⚫ WeWe applyapply thethe samesame logiclogic inin ourour everydayeveryday socialsocial
relationships and this highlights the fluidity of love itself.relationships and this highlights the fluidity of love itself.



Jurgen HabermassJurgen Habermass



⚫⚫ JürgenJürgen HabermasHabermas isis aa GermanGerman sociologistsociologist andand
philosopherphilosopher inin thethe traditiontradition ofof criticalcritical theorytheory andand
pragmatism.pragmatism. HeHe isis bestbest knownknown forfor hishis theoriestheories onon
communicative rationality and the public sphere.communicative rationality and the public sphere.

⚫⚫ HeHe isis commonlycommonly regardedregarded asas oneone ofof sociology’ssociology’s
greatestgreatest syntheticsynthetic thinkersthinkers andand inheritorinheritor ofof thethe
traditiontradition ofof thoughtthought developeddeveloped byby thethe FrankfurtFrankfurt
School in Germany.School in Germany.

⚫⚫ Habermas'sHabermas's workwork focusesfocuses onon thethe foundationsfoundations ofof
socialsocial theorytheory andand epistemology,epistemology, thethe analysisanalysis ofof
advancedadvanced capitalisticcapitalistic societiessocieties andand democracy,democracy, thethe
rulerule ofof lawlaw inin aa criticalcritical social-evolutionarysocial-evolutionary context,context,
andand contemporarycontemporary politics,politics, particularlyparticularly GermanGerman
politics.politics.



PublicationsPublications

⚫⚫ Structural Transformation and the Public SphereStructural Transformation and the Public Sphere
(1962)(1962)

⚫⚫ Theory and Practice (1963)Theory and Practice (1963)
⚫⚫ Knowledge and Human Interests (1968)Knowledge and Human Interests (1968)
⚫⚫ Towards a Rational Society (1970)Towards a Rational Society (1970)
⚫⚫ Legitimation Crisis (1973)Legitimation Crisis (1973)
⚫⚫ Communication and the Evolution of Society (1979)Communication and the Evolution of Society (1979)



⚫⚫ HabermasHabermas viewedviewed thatthat thethe modernmodern worldworld isis
characterizedcharacterized byby increasingincreasing instrumentalinstrumental
rationalization.rationalization. ByBy thethe spreadspread ofof methodicalmethodical
proceduresprocedures andand calculablecalculable rulesrules intointo moremore andand moremore
domainsdomains ofof socialsocial andand personalpersonal life,life, ourour lifelife isis
becoming  more and more rationalized.becoming  more and more rationalized.

⚫⚫ However,However, wherewhere asas thethe earlierearlier criticalcritical theoriststheorists sawsaw
rationalizationrationalization leadingleading onlyonly toto thethe corruptioncorruption ofof thethe
humanhuman spiritspirit andand thethe decaydecay ofof civilization,civilization, HabermasHabermas
finds modernity yielding mixed results.finds modernity yielding mixed results.

⚫⚫ ImportantImportant works:works: TheThe theorytheory ofof CommunicativeCommunicative ActionAction
v.v. 1:Reason1:Reason andand thethe RationalizationRationalization ofof Society(1984)Society(1984)
andand thethe TheoryTheory ofof CommunicativeCommunicative ActionAction V.V. 2:2: LifeLife
world and System(1987).world and System(1987).



⚫⚫ AccordingAccording toto HabermasHabermas asas thethe complexity,complexity, power,power, andand
differentiationdifferentiation ofof thethe systemsystem grows,grows, itit eventuallyeventually
becomesbecomes movemove awayaway fromfrom lifelife world.world. InIn oneone ofof hishis
moremore famousfamous expressions,expressions, HabermasHabermas describesdescribes thisthis
process as the process as the colonization of the life worldcolonization of the life world..

⚫⚫ InIn thisthis process,process, systemsystem steeringsteering media(moneymedia(money andand
power)power) andand technical/instrumentaltechnical/instrumental logiclogic comecome toto
replacereplace thethe consensualconsensual negotiationnegotiation ofof sharedshared
meaningsmeanings ss thethe foundationfoundation forfor socialsocial integrationintegration andand
the reproduction of the life world.the reproduction of the life world.

⚫⚫ ThisThis resultsresults inin aa “totally“totally administered”administered” societysociety inin
whichwhich socialsocial relationshipsrelationships areare increasinglyincreasingly mediatedmediated
by power and money.by power and money.



Jurgen Habermas: The unfinished projectJurgen Habermas: The unfinished project

⚫⚫ J.J. HabermasHabermas sayssays modernitymodernity isis nothingnothing butbut rationality.rationality. ItIt isis anan
incomplete project.incomplete project.

⚫⚫ InIn modernmodern society,society, thethe primeprime characteristiccharacteristic ofof modernitymodernity isis itsits rationality.rationality.
RationalityRationality isis thethe beliefbelief thatthat reasonsreasons andand notnot emotionsemotions andand institutionsinstitutions
govern the action of people.govern the action of people.

⚫⚫ HisHis theorytheory ofof rationalizationrationalization ofof systemsystem andand lifelife worldworld basedbased onon thethe
principleprinciple ofof democracydemocracy andand thethe publicpublic sphere.sphere. InIn thisthis contextcontext hehe
criticizedcriticized MarxMarx andand supportsupport MaxMax Weber.Weber. EvenEven thoughthough HabermasHabermas
supported Marx views on Capitalism, his views on modernity differs.supported Marx views on Capitalism, his views on modernity differs.

⚫⚫ HabermasHabermas sayssays wewe needneed toto re-establishre-establish ourour controlcontrol overover economiceconomic
processprocess whichwhich areare controllingcontrolling moremore thanthan ourour control.control. OneOne ofof thethe mainmain
waysways ofof achievingachieving suchsuch controlcontrol isis byby aa revivalrevival ofof whatwhat hehe callscalls ‘the‘the
public sphere’.public sphere’.



⚫⚫ TheThe publicpublic spheresphere isis essentiallyessentially thethe frameworkframework ofof
democracy.democracy. HisHis ideaidea ofof democracydemocracy isis notnot thethe presentpresent
democracydemocracy ofof parliamentparliament andand proceduresprocedures ofof representation.representation.

⚫⚫ HabermasHabermas talkstalks aboutabout thethe rationalizationrationalization ofof systemsystem andand lifelife
world.world. ThereThere isis rationalityrationality inin thethe system-parliament,system-parliament,
executive, judiciary and other institutions of public sphere.executive, judiciary and other institutions of public sphere.

⚫⚫ ThusThus therethere isis alsoalso rationalityrationality inin ourour dailydaily life.life. TheThe rationalityrationality
bothboth inin thethe systemsystem andand thethe lifelife worldworld areare different:different: InIn thethe
systemsystem therethere isis dominationdomination ofof formalformal rationality,rationality, wherewhere asas
in the life world, there is practical rationality.in the life world, there is practical rationality.

⚫⚫ ButBut whatwhat hashas happenedhappened todaytoday isis thatthat thethe systemsystem rationalityrationality
is colonized or subordinated the life-world rationality.is colonized or subordinated the life-world rationality.



⚫⚫ State,State, thatthat is,is, systemsystem rationalityrationality hashas gainedgained hegemonyhegemony overover ourour day-to-day-to-
dayday life.life. InIn practice,practice, lifelife worldworld hashas becomebecome subordinatesubordinate toto statestate oror
system rationality(state). This not modernity. Thereforesystem rationality(state). This not modernity. Therefore

⚫⚫ HabermasHabermas says:says: aa fullyfully rationalrational societysociety isis thatthat inin whichwhich bothboth systemsystem
andand lifelife –world–world rationalityrationality werewere allowedallowed toto expressexpress themselvesthemselves fullyfully
withoutwithout oneone destroyingdestroying thethe other.other. WeWe currentlycurrently suffersuffer fromfrom anan
impoverished life-world, and that problem must be overcome.impoverished life-world, and that problem must be overcome.

⚫⚫ HabermasHabermas hashas givengiven viewsviews toto solvesolve thethe problemsproblems createdcreated byby systemsystem
rationality.rationality. Acc.Acc. toto himhim statestate isis thethe biggestbiggest creatorcreator ofof problems.problems. ItIt isis
bureaucratic,bureaucratic, legallegal andand rational.rational. ItIt interferesinterferes inin thethe lifelife worldworld inin suchsuch aa
wayway thatthat thethe individualindividual remainsremains aa fracturedfractured entity.entity. ThereforeTherefore efforteffort mustmust
be made to solve the relationship between system and the life-world.be made to solve the relationship between system and the life-world.

⚫⚫ Either by self-steering functional systems, or  by social movementEither by self-steering functional systems, or  by social movement



Manuel Castells:Manuel Castells:
 Informationalism and the network society Informationalism and the network society

⚫⚫ ManuelManuel CastellsCastells hashas givengiven thesethese concepts.concepts. HeHe
examinesexamines thethe emergenceemergence ofof aa newnew society,society, cultureculture
andand economyeconomy inin lightlight ofof thethe revolutionrevolution beganbegan inin USAUSA
inin thethe 1970’s,1970’s, inin informationalinformational technology(tv,technology(tv,
computers).computers).

⚫⚫ FurtherFurther hehe alsoalso coinedcoined thethe wordword informationalinformational
capitalicapitalism and sm and informational societiesinformational societies


